
A few years ago, the prevalent perception was that the future of artistic expression 
belonged to new technologies and particularly that of the video.
Today, with the outdated, analog form of the video being replaced by the electronic 
form, which has become a universal commodity, new artists are turning to the 
classical form of artistic expression.

Engraving, which was considered to be an art form of the past, is now experiencing a 
global revival.

The exhibition at the “Technohoros” Art Gallery, comprising of copper plating by 
new, talented artists is not coincidental, but rather an indication that new artists are 
returning to engraving and particularly to that of “alchemic” gravure. It is possible 
that the artists’ new interest in engraving could be related to their familiarity in the 
use of modern media. Engraving is yet another medium and in fact, the first in the 
development of global civilization. It is the medium used to create multiple copies of 
printed matter, images and texts. This artistic procedure is what differentiates the 
artist (painter) from the engraver. Although the painter directly creates a work of art, 
the engraver creates the matrix from which the original works, namely the engravings, 
will be printed.  

What has changed in the attitude of the new artists towards Engraving? It is seen 
clearly as a medium for creating artistic works with particular expressionistic
personality and not for multiple copies as in the past. It is becoming even more 
common for an engraving to exist in a single copy. Given that the expressionistic 
possibilities of gravure are immense, it is presently being used for extreme artistic 
experimentations.

Yet what is gravure? It is a printing method with which the artist forms an image
using a smooth 3-5 mm metallic plate with cuts and depressions and the assistance of 
mechanical or chemical means and methods. The ink penetrates these cuts and 
depressions and during the printing method is transferred onto paper under high 
pressure. Artistic gravure is usually referred to as copper-plating because the first 
metal used in gravure was copper. Today, artists use an abundance of materials that 
do not necessarily belong to the family of metals.

Artists of the 20th century had to look deep into African, Oceanian and other cultures 
to see the wealth of their artistic expression. Hence the birth of art movements such as 
Cubism, Expressionism, Surrealism, which not only mark modernisation, but 20th

century Art in general.     

Anni Zavitsanou continues this tradition with her engravings. Her colourful copper
plated images are an artistic extract from her travels to Third World countries and the 
American continent. 



Anni Zavitsanou does not travel in the normal sense, but rather organises her tours for
the purpose of cultural exploration and to study the aesthetic aspect of communities, 
whose cultural inheritance and art remain immutable. It is for this reason that her 
engravings do not contain folklore elements, but are rather aesthetic approaches to 
extra-European values and images. 

Other than the aesthetic particularity that marks her work, a strong message is also 
being sent: that all civilisations are equal, as are the people that live in them. Anni 
Zavitsanou believes in the preservation of the existing cultural diversity. The beauty 
of her engravings proves this in the best possible way.
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